Talking Points for Recruiting/Information Sessions
Program requirements – upper third class standing and age range 15 – 18.5 a/o Aug 1 in year of departure

A  year long program (nine – twelve months beginning usually in August but can vary)

A high school program – exchange students must attend school

A cultural program – students usually live with one to three host families and become truly multicultural.  It’s often harder to come home than it is to go away.
Over 40 countries to choose from but some restrictions   e.g. language study requirements, age, whether a high school graduate, diet

Basic cost – about $4500 including insurance, visa fees, etc. and depending on travel distance.  Total cost including Rotary sponsored trips and shopping can be $7-$8,000. Usually costs less than a year at home. Most economical program there is.  Entire program is run by volunteers.  Host club provides a monthly stipend.

Rotary support system 

Required orientation sessions before departure

Websites to browse – www.exchangestudent.org, and www.ryeflorida.org.   Browse the first for program information specific to our multidistrict organization and the second to experience what exchange is like for those who live it.

Reasons candidates give for wanting to go on exchange – learn or perfect a language, experience a new culture, live in a family abroad.

Reasons former exchangers give for finding value in their experience – gain self confidence, ability to adapt, heart issues (loving another family, friends, community and country).
Looks great on college applications and resumes

